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by as many as 300 illegal entrants in a given
day passing through the Cleveland National
Forest. These illegal trails grow deeper and
deeper by the day causing erosion and irrep-
arable damage to the forest. Contamination of
streams is a major concern and in 1997 over
eleven tons of trash left by illegal aliens pass-
ing through the forest had to be collected.

It is interesting to note that the U.S. Forest
Service, nationwide, has more acreage and
more visitors per year than the National Park
Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
combined. The U.S. Forest Service has twice
the number of violations to respond to with
less than than half the enforcement officers of
the two previously mentioned agencies.

The Cleveland National Forest is unique in
its locality; it lays continguous to the South-
west U.S.A./Mexico border. The enhanced ef-
forts of the U.S. Border Patrol in the San
Diego area have pushed thousands of illegal
aliens, heading North into the interior cities of
the U.S., into this forest. Our defense against
this invasion is a dedicated group of five U.S.
Forest Service Law Enforcement Officers who
are on call 24 hours a day, seven days a
week.

The rate of incidence of illegal aliens camp-
fires rose from 855 fires in 1996 to 1,044 in
1997. Law Enforcement officers have the dual
burden of apprehending these illegal aliens so
as to prevent their camp fires from breaking
loose and endangering not only the forest, but
also the illegals hiding in the forest. Fire dam-
age is not the illegal’s only threat to the forest.
Degradation of the forest from the uncontrolled
massive gathering of firewood for cooking and
nighttime warming fires by thousands of tres-
passers in devastating and will take centuries
to mend.

Mr. Speaker, Tommy LaNier and the Law
Enforcement officers of the U.S. Forest Serv-
ice have set a standard to which all law en-
forcement specifically, and public servants in
general, can aspire. The efforts of these dedi-
cated officers make it possible for taxpaying
American citizens, from all walks of life, to
safely enjoy some of the most beautiful forest
area in our great nation. I invite all Members
to stand with me in saluting the law enforce-
ment efforts in the Cleveland National Forest
by Tommy LaNier and his team.
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Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
on rollcall No. 424, the DOD Authorization
Conference Report, I was held up in a traffic
accident. Had I been present I would have
voted ‘‘yes’’.
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, today
I would like to note the passing of a prominent

American citizen, George W. ‘‘Will’’ Gahagan,
who died in Carmel, California on December
8, 1998 at the age of 86.

Will was a man of broad interests, and nota-
ble achievements. He was well-educated,
graduating in 1949 from Dartmouth, and
worked as a newspaper reporter, federal pub-
lic relations officer and foreign press liaison of-
ficer at the 1945 inaugural United Nations con-
ference in San Francisco. Will attended Har-
vard during his graduate years, and in 1957
received his master’s degree from Stanford
University. During his Dartmouth years he met
the poet Robert Frost, who was on the faculty,
and later founded the California Friends of
Robert Frost, a non-profit organization that
helped establish Frost Plaza in San Francisco,
Mr. Frost’s birthplace.

Will was an educator as much as he was a
student. He taught English for 15 years at high
schools, including Tularcitos, Junipero Serra
High School and Santa Catalina School in
Monterey. He also taught at an international
school in Rome, His students benefited greatly
from his tutelage and enthusiasm for learning.

Will’s contributions to Monterey County were
as far-reaching as his range of interests. He
wrote a column ‘‘Word Wise’’ for the Monterey
Herald, produced and hosted a foreign affairs
television program in Salinas, and wrote a
guidebook about the Monterey Peninsula. He
worked with many local organizations includ-
ing the Carmel Foundation, the World Affairs
Council, the Carmel City Planning Commission
and the Carmel Library. Will helped create the
Dennis the Menace Playground in Monterey,
and helped raise $250,000 for the Robinson
Jeffers Tor House in Carmel. He was a mem-
ber of the senior and super-senior national
tennis teams, successfully competing in tour-
naments in Canada and Europe. Will has
been inducted into the Dartmouth College Ath-
letic Hall of Fame.

No list of accomplishments can represent
the generosity of spirit, the vitality, and the in-
telligence that Will demonstrated every day.
Will is to be remembered as an exemplary
human being. He is survived by his wife
Lorna; his sons Michael and Mark; his daugh-
ters Tappy and Lissa; his brother John; and,
seven grandchildren. He will be sorely missed
by all who had the privilege of knowing him.
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Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Earl Reeder who is celebrating
his 90th birthday this week. Earl was born on
September 20, 1909, in Edgewood, IL., the
son of Merrill and Myrtle (Hackney) Reeder.
Earl is a lifelong Democrat and has dedicated
over forty years of his life to public service. In
celebration of his 90th birthday, a card shower
was thrown for Earl and he has received well
over a hundred birthday greetings; a testa-
ment to his popularity among his friends and
neighbors.

Earl’s career in public service has spanned
over forty years and is a ‘‘public servant’’ in
the true meaning of the term. He was made
County Assessor in 1941 and resigned as Su-

pervisor effective September 9, 1982. Earl
was on the Board of Review in 1961 and
again in 1972. Earl also served as a precinct
committeeman from around 1963 till his retire-
ment in 1982. Throughout his career, Earl was
always committed to the people he served and
the Democratic Party he supported.

Mr. Speaker, Earl’s dedication to public
service is evident and I am commending him
now for a lifetime of work. Earl is still a man
who is in good health, has an excellent sense
of humor and enjoys watching basketball and
baseball. I encourage all my colleagues to join
me now in wishing Earl a happy 90th birthday
and a long and healthy future.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. McKEON. Mr. Speaker, I was not
present for rollcall vote 418, on September 14,
1999. Please let the RECORD reflect that had
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’
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Wednesday, September 22, 1999

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, today, the
United States observes ‘‘World Standards
Day.’’

Since 1970, World Standards Day has
raised awareness of the need for international
standardization in an increasingly global econ-
omy.

Harmonized technical standards provide
open export markets for U.S. products. Ac-
cording to the Department of Commerce,
standards play a role in $150 billion worth of
U.S. exports, and serve as a barrier to the ex-
port of between $20 billion and $40 billion
worth of U.S. goods and services.

As other barriers to trade are torn down,
non-harmonized technical standards are one
of the last restraints on the free flow of inter-
national commerce.

World Standards Day is an example of how
the public and private sectors can work to-
gether to ensure U.S. products and services
are accepted in the global marketplace.

The co-chairs of the World Standards Day
Committee are the American National Stand-
ards Institute (ANSI), a private institution, and
the National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology (NIST).

This type of public/private cooperation is
crucial to ensure America’s competitiveness in
overseas markets.

Mr. Speaker, today, on World Standards
Day, I ask the Congress to recognize the im-
portant role international standards pay in our
economy and in our international competitive-
ness.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-23T12:35:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




